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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Queen West Art Crawl is back for its 9th annual celebration of visual art
Toronto, ON.   Tuesday, August 23, 2011
Parkdale Community Development Group (PCDG) presents one of Canada’s leading art events this September 16-18 in Toronto.
The Queen West Art Crawl (QWAC) takes place along Queen West between Bathurst and Roncesvalles. The hub of the festival is Trinity Bellwoods Park, featuring 250 of Canada's most innovative established and emerging artists.
Since its inception as a one-day art show in 2003 QWAC has become one of the most anticipated arts festivals in Toronto. This year, we expect more than 100,000 visitors to explore galleries, studios and businesses along Queen St. West in addition to the Outdoor Art Show and Sale in Trinity Bellwoods Park. All QWAC events are free to attend.
QWAC kicks off with an opening night gala on Friday September 16 from 7pm-12am at The Gladstone Hotel. Guests will have the opportunity to mingle over cocktails and explore the Queen West Art Fair, the annual Gladstone art exhibition. The excitement continues in the Gladstone Ballroom with Art Battle: a thrilling, multimedia live head-to-head competitive painting spectacle.
The Outdoor Art Show & Sale, proudly presented this year by STREETCAR, takes place on September 17 & 18 from 11am- 6pm in Trinity Bellwoods Park. Attendees can connect with 250 artists from all over Ontario and shop at stalls filled with work by painters, potters, jewelry designers and more. From Bathurst to Roncesvalles, numerous venues along West Queen West and Parkdale participate as satellite locations for the Community Partner Crawl. Art installations, performances, workshops and much more can be found in galleries, businesses, restaurants, community organizations and public spaces.

At the Outdoor Art Show & Sale, QWAC has also planned something fun for kids.  The Second City KidsZone allows kids to meet professional artists, try their hand at a variety of visual art techniques and create their own pieces of art to take home.  Second City will also offer a number of kid friendly performances and great prize giveaways onsite in the park during the day.  

One of the most anticipated events this year is the Parkdale Nightcrawl, taking place on Saturday September 17. Parkdale comes alive from 7-11pm along Queen West between Dufferin & Roncesvalles, with an innovative, immersive art experience that offer multiple levels of interaction. Explore all 12 of the unique art events on tap, or join one of the guided tours which start at Nightcrawl HQ - The Pia Bouman School for Ballet & Creative Movement. This one-of-a-kind art adventure will lead to social painting sessions with live music, rockabilly tunes and pin-up art, theatrical art installations, fashionista birthday parties and interactive art events of all kinds. For more details on the venues, artists and guided tours, go to www.queenwestartcrawl.com. 
If you want to learn more about art or the local gallery scene, take in one of our QWAC Walks & Talks or Community Partner Crawl events. For a complete list of events, you can log on to www.queenwestartcrawl.com and plan your weekend.
Please join us for what will be the most interactive and fun QWAC yet. Visit our website often for updates and contests, or check out our Twitter feed and Facebook pages for up-to-date contest info. Attached with this press release, please find an e-flyer invitation to the 9th annual Queen West Art Crawl.
Details:
What: 9th Queen West Art Crawl
When: September 16-18, 2011
Where: Queen St West between Bathurst and Roncesvalles
Why: To showcase Canadian artistic talent and our vibrant West Queen West/ Parkdale communities
Who: Brought to you by the Parkdale Community Development Group  
About QWAC

The Queen West Art Crawl (QWAC) promotes meaningful interaction between art and people in the neighborhoods of West Queen West and Parkdale in Toronto. The annual festival highlights and exhibits the work of professional artists, and presents new ideas via art scholars and curators, artists, and art lovers. This event is brought to you by Parkdale Community Development Group.
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The Parkdale Community Development Group is a non-profit organization that works with community partners to foster the healthy social and economic development of Parkdale for the benefit of its residents and businesses.
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Contact: Pia Ganguli

Marketing & Development Coordinator

Parkdale Community Development Group 
(t) 416.516.8301

(f) 416. 536.6345

pia@parkdaleliberty.com
www.parkdaleliberty.com
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