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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
The Parkdale Nightcrawl encourages creative dialogue across artistic disciplines

Toronto, ON.   Wednesday, September 7, 2011

The Queen West Art Crawl integrates visual arts, performing arts and arts patrons in a variety of unique settings and experiences. The Queen West Art Crawl actively reaches out to new arts and culture audiences with its events. The Parkdale Nightcrawl - our wild, Wild West end Saturday night series of art events - fully explores the many ways artists and audiences can engage with the visual arts.

Parkdale Nightcrawl events focus on the patron experience and their engagement with the arts. At almost all Nightcrawl events, patrons will be able to leave their mark behind, or take something home with them. In all cases, artists and patrons actively respond to the visual art programming, whether they draw, sculpt, sing or dance their way through a unique art adventure. 

Each venue will host a distinctive visual art-related event in conjunction with a performing arts discipline. (Events run from 7 – 11pm unless otherwise indicated.) Programming highlights:

Nightcrawl Headquarters and Inspired by Dance Exhibition  
7pm – 9pm

Pia Bouman School for Ballet and Creative Movement

6 Noble Street

Pia Bouman is the official Nightcrawl Headquarters – the jumping-off point for all Parkdale Nightcrawl guided tours. Before you join a tour, explore the 3rd annual exhibition of artists and a performance by renowned Toronto dance project dance like no one’s watching. Win prizes and more!

Musical Soapbox and Gallery in the Alley Exhibition 
Stampede 
5 Brock Avenue

Stampede’s ‘Gallery in the Alley’ features an outdoor display of Parkdale artists who work with a traditional yet distinctly Canadian style. Bring your ukulele, mouth organ, squeezebox and other acoustic instruments and jam with others on the patio, or just sit back and enjoy the tunes.

Thrush Holmes Exhibit and Event 
Neubacher Shor Contemporary 
5 Brock Avenue

Thrush Holmes is a self-taught Toronto-based artist that has been exhibited widely throughout Canada and the US. In addition, Holmes has projects in music, fashion, furniture design and construction.
Paintlounge 
The Rhino 2nd floor 
1249 Queen Street West

Join Paintlounge to create several large collaborative pieces on canvas, accompanied by live performances from Toronto band The Strumbellas.  ‘Social painting’ is a great way to relax and unwind while doing something fun with friends – especially if you haven’t touched a brush since grade school! 
Tales of Civil Panic
Gallerywest 
1332 Queen Street West

Written by Sylvia Ziemann

Read by Evan Tyler

For a change of pace, hear a live reading of Tales of Civil Panic, written by Sylvia Ziemann. Themes include urban paranoia, domestic terror, desperate mothers, kitchen magic, wolves, kidnapping, suspicious neighbours and other civil unrest set in "Home (In) Security.”
Live Musical Streetcast
 Parkdale Live 
1313 Queen Street West

Rocknrollnetwork offers a Streetcast, projecting live performances onto the Gallery 1313 building on Queen Street West. If you like what you see, tune in every week at rocknrollnetwork.com, where you can see some of the best in local music join forces in a live music webcast called "Parkdale Live."
Common Sort Birthday Party 
Common Sort

1414 Queen Street West

Common Sort is having a birthday party and you’re invited! Come out and celebrate our one year anniversary in Parkdale with cake!
Khush: A Show of Love LIVE!  
Ground Level Café
 1496 Queen Street West

Fresh off a successful summer run at the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives, this re-staging of Andil Gosine’s performance piece features visual artist Joshua Vettivelu undertaking a live re-enactment of his compelling video “Whitening Up.” LAL front-woman Rosina Kazi will sing the soundtrack she contributed to the Khush podcast. Surprise guests and Andil’s as-yet-untested, emotionally-charged piece every day I remember something new make it a night to remember.
Live Band Karaoke and Drawing Class 
Mitzi’s Sister 
1554 Queen Street West

The most popular event of QWAC 2010 returns to melt some faces. Take to the stage and belt out your favourite songs with live karaoke band Shark Week, while a group of artists capture your likeness on paper in our on-site drawing class. Come early, grab a drink, reserve your favourite song and rock out like never before.
Art Battle Special Edition: Cage Match 
9pm to 1am

Parts & Labour 
1566 Queen Street West

Artists enter a specially-built cage in the basement bar at Parts & Labour for a night of no rules, one-on-one competitive painting. Live video feed to the main floor for those who want to remain unpainted.  

Paper Art Exhibition and Origami 
Poor John’s Café 
1610 Queen Street West

	Andrew Ooi is always looking for new and inventive ways to apply his unique brand of origami, particularly within the realm of domestic and commercial spaces where he blends expression with practicality. Ooi's illuminated hanging and freestanding geometric shapes are both aesthetically pleasing and environmentally conscious.



District 9 Wonderland 
The Sixth 
1642 Queen Street West

Short Film: The Sounds of Living Recyclables. Musical score performed live by Jeff Quick, Iner Souster and Matthew Rowles.  Sculptures made of mechanical waste come alive. Forged by junkstrumentalist extraordinaire, Iner Souster, these recyclables struggle in their primitive existence, communicating the only way they know how: through a cacophony of sounds and noises.
Queen West Art Crawl embraces the artistic spirit and edgy, DIY art scene in the Parkdale neighbourhood. We encourage artists to engage with their patrons in innovative ways, and invite new audiences to appreciate visual art in a performative and social atmosphere.

Please join us for what will be the most interactive and fun QWAC yet. Visit our website often for updates and contests, or check out our Twitter feed and Facebook pages for up-to-date contest info. Attached with this press release, please find an e-flyer invitation to the 9th annual Queen West Art Crawl.

Details:
What: 9th Queen West Art Crawl
When: September 16-18, 2011
Where: Queen St West between Bathurst and Roncesvalles
Why: To showcase Canadian artistic talent and our vibrant West Queen West/ Parkdale communities
Who: Brought to you by the Parkdale Community Development Group  
About QWAC

The Queen West Art Crawl (QWAC) promotes meaningful interaction between art and people in the neighborhoods of West Queen West and Parkdale in Toronto. The annual festival highlights and exhibits the work of professional artists, and presents new ideas via art scholars and curators, artists, and art lovers. This event is brought to you by Parkdale Community Development Group.
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The Parkdale Community Development Group is a non-profit organization that works with community partners to foster the healthy social and economic development of Parkdale for the benefit of its residents and businesses.
Contact: Pia Ganguli

Marketing & Development Coordinator

Parkdale Community Development Group 
(t) 416.516.8301

(f) 416. 536.6345

pia@parkdaleliberty.com
www.parkdaleliberty.com
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